OBITUARY
Frederick C.(harles) Lincoln, a Fellow of the American Ornithologists' Union, spent
his entire working life on his most absorbing interest-the study of birds. He had
no hobbies, other than work in his chosen field, and as his strength failed he frequently expressed concern as to his future activity once he reached the compulsory
retirement age of seventy. As it happened he was not to face that problem, as he
died following a somewhat protracted period of failing health in his 68th year.
Lincoln was born in Denver, Colorado, on 5 May 1892, and following his death
in Washington on 16 September 1960 was buried in Arlington National Cemetery.
Fred Lincoln was a rather quiet, studious person, who could, however, express his
convictions with vigor when he felt the occasion demanded. He was courteous and
patient in his dealings with his associates, especially the younger and less experienced
men with whom he came in contact. His advice and counsel helped many of them in
their beginning years.
During the serious drought of the mid-thirties and the critical drop in waterfowl
populations that accompanied it, he worked hard and long to secure and analyze
all possible information on which suitable regulations could be based. The birdbanding records that had been accumulated furnished the most available reliable information, with much dependence necessarily placed on more or less limited observation of state and federal wildlife officials, numerous citizen volunteers, and on
the newly initiated winter inventory. Lincoln played a prominent part in organizing
these efforts and also spent much of his time developing better methods of checking waterfowl populations and in analyzing the data secured. Many of the improved
methods that were gradually developed came through his efforts. Among other
methods, he developed the "Lincoln Index," a formula for extending the data from
banding returns to forecast continental waterfowl populations.
He came to the Biological Survey in 1920 with an assignment to organize and
expand the bird-banding operation of that bureau. This was his major interest, even
though in later years he had other duties assigned to him.
While directing the bird-banding operations, he developed the flyway concept,
which is now a basic concept in forming regulations for the hunting of migratory birds.
For many years he was in charge of all federal work in the migration and distribution of birds. From the files in this division came much of the distribution data used
in Bent's Life History of North American Birds and in the last two editions of the

A.O.U. Check-listof North AmericanBirds.
Lincoln made a number of collecting trips in his early years but was little inclined
to travel unless officially required to do so. However, the writer was privileged to be
with him on two brief trips to Florida, one to Mexico, and on numerous one- or twoday field trips in the vicinity of Washington.
He was an excellent field companion, enjoying himself and making things pleasant
for others in good or bad weather and often under somewhat trying conditions.
For many years we worked together in our spare time-usually nights or holidays
on Alaskan birds. Differences of opinion over format and data to be included were
frequent, but these arguments never interfered with a long and warm friendship.
Even after it became difficult for him to write, he kept working on this book and
other manuscripts.
In his early work, while he was curator of ornithology at the Colorado Museum of
Natural History, he carried on considerable field work in Colorado, Arizona, South
Carolina, and Louisiana.
Dr. Alexander Wetmore, while himself a student doing summer work at the Colorado
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Museum in 1909, met Lincoln, then a teenaged youth becoming interested in birds
and taught him to make bird skins. From this beginning Lincoln became more and
more interested in serious bird work and eventually became curator of ornithology
at the museum.
After he joined the Biological Survey, he and Wetmore made many field trips
together in the vicinity of Washington. In 1931 they spent two months collecting
birds in Haiti and for a short time in the Dominican Repubhic. Wetmore found him
to be a fine field compamion, good biologist, and careful worker.
Lincoln's first assignment, the bird-banding program, has now grown into a continent-wide project involving the cooperation of the Canadian Dominion and Provincial

Auk
Vol.79]

Obituary

4

497

wildlife organizations,and most state wildlife agencies as well as many private
organizationsand individuals. As a result of this, the migration patterns of North
Americanbirds are probablyknown in more detail than is true for any other continent.
In the early years of this work he devoted much of his energy to developingbetter
methodsof trappingand banding. He also in a large measuredevelopedthe methods
used in recordingdata and reportingand analyzing returns. His several field trips
during the 1920's and early 1930's were largely devoted to studies and experiments
in this field.
After the end of World War II, his few field trips were short and limited largely
to studying the patterns of dove migrationsand local movements. In this endeavor
he made two brief trips to Cuba and two or more to Florida. Local huntersin South
Floridahad a strong belief that their dove shootingwas largely furnishedby extensive
flights of doves from Cuba. He and I spent some time in the field with some of the
leaders of this group but did not succeed in collecting a single dove that could be
identified as the West Indian race. On the contrary,an intensifiedbanding program
in recentyears had shown somewhatcomplicatedlocal movementsof winteringpopulations of northernbirds.
Fred Lincolnliked to write and also enjoyed helping others in their writing efforts.
He wrote many articles on ornithologicaland conservationsubjects,includingseveral
books of which he was either author or an active co-author. He unquestionablyhad
a greaterdetailed knowledge of bird migration than any of his contemporariesand
each year answeredhundredsof letters of inquiry on this subject. In addition to his
own writing he spent much time carefullyreadingmanuscriptsfor co-workers,especially those dealing with bird migrationand distribution.
So much of his work was carried on so quietly that few people knew the wide
range of his interest and his helpful attitude toward other ornithologists,but this
little known side of his efforts may have been his most important contributionto
crnithology.
The most importantof his publishedworks were, AmericanWaterfowl,written as
co-authorwith John C. Phillips in 1930; a bulletin on migrationof birds, later published as a book in 1939, and, The Birds of Alaska,publishedjointly with the writer
of this memorialin 1959.
Lincoln joined the A.O.U.in 1910 and was elected a Fellow in 1934. He served as
treasurerfor several years and was for many years a member of the Committeeon
Nomenclature.
He was a member and at times an officer of numerousother scientific organizations. His long service in his chosen field was recognizedby the University of Colorado, which in 1956 conferredon him an honoraryDoctor of Science degree and by
the Departmentof the Interior action in 1957 in giving him its DistinguishedService
Award.
His library was, as he wished, given by his wife to the University of Colorado.
This gift includedhis field notes, journals,and about 400 books as well as his wellselected collection of pamphletsand separatesdealing with birds and mammals.
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Lincoln,F. C.
The Birds of Yuma County, Colorado.
Proc. Colo. Mus. Nat. Hist., 1(1): 3-14, 6 December1915.
Descriptionof a new Bob-white from Colorado.
Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., 1915,Vol. 28, p. 83.

498

Obituary

See: Washington,Biological Society, Bird papers from Proceedingsof
22-30. Art. 76.
The Discovery of the Nest and Eggs of Leucosticteaustralis.
Auk, xxxiii,No. 1, January 1917,41-42.
Review of the genus Pedioecetesin Colorado.
P. 83-86, pl. 0, Washington1917.
See: Washington,Biological Society, Bird papers from Proceedingsof

[Vu9
. . .,

Vol.

. . .,

Vol.

22-30. Art. 101.
Some Notes of the Birds of Rock Canyon Arizona.
Wilson Bulletin, No. 99, pp. 65-73, June 1917.
The Woodpeckers of Colorado.
The Colorado Mt. Club, Publ. No. 6, pp. 5-21, 8 December 1917.
Some Notes on the Plumage of the Male Florida Redwing (Agelaius p. floridanus).
Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., Vol. 32, 31 December 1919, 195-202.
Birds of the Clear Creek District, Colorado.
Auk, xxxvii, No. 1, pp. 60-77, January 1920.
Status of Harlan's Hawk in Colorado.
Auk, xxxvii, No. 1, January 1920, 99, 140-141.
The History and Purposes of Bird Banding.
Auk, xxxviii, No. 2, pp. 217-228, April 1921.
Instructions for Bird Banding.
U.S. Dept. Agriculture, Circ. 140, 18 pp., April 1921.
Some Results of Bird Banding in Europe.
Auk, xlii, No. 3, pp. 358-388, July 1925.
Notes on the Bird Life of North Dakota with Particular Reference to the Summer
Waterfowl.
Auk, xlii, No. 1, pp. 50-64, January 1925.
Bird Banding in America.
Verhandlungen des VI Intern. Ornith.-Kongres. Kopenhagen, 1926, pp. 470-502.
The Migration of the Cackling Goose.
Condor, xxviii, pp. 153-157, July 1926.
Bird Banding in America.
Smith, Rept. for 1927 (Publ. 1928), No. 2942, pp. 331-354. Section 0, Shelf 8.
The Military Use of the Homing Pigeon.
Wilson Bulletin, xxxix, old ser., No. 2, Vol. xxxiv, new ser., June 1927, 67-74.
What Constitutes a Record?
Bull. Audubon Soc. New Hampshire, Vol. 8, No. 2, December 1928, pp. 17-20.
Calculating Waterfowl Abundance on the Basis of Banding Returns.
U.S. Dept. Agric., Bur. Biol. Survey, Circ. No. 118, May 1930.
Forster's Tern in the District of Columbia.
Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., Vol. 41, pp. 209-210, 18 December 1928.
Bird Banding in America.
Smithsonian Report for 1927, publ. 2942, 1928, pp. 331-354.
The Migration of Young North American Herring Gulls.
Auk, xlv, No. 1, January 1928, pp. 49-59.
Prothonotary Warbler Breeding in the Washington Region.
Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., Vol. 41, 15 October 1928, pp. 171-174.
In Memoriam-Edwin Carter.
Condor, xxxi, September 1929, pp. 196-200.

Auk
Vol. 79J1

499

Obituary

The Menace of Oil Pollution.
Auk, xlvii, No. 4, October 1930, pp. 546-550.
A Decade of Bird Banding in America: A Review.
Smith. Rept. for 1932 (Publ. 1933), No. 3201, pp. 327-351. Section 0, Shelf 8.
The Operation of Homing Instinct.
Bird-Banding, Vol. 5, No. 4, October 1934, 149-155.
The Migration of North American Birds.
U.S. Dept. Agric., Circ. No. 363, October 1935, 72 pp.
The Waterfowl Flyways of North America.
U.S. Dept. Agric., Circ. No. 342, January 1935, 1-12.
La Migracion de Aves en el Hemisferio Occidental.
(Bird migration in the Western Hemisphere).
U.S. Dept. of Interior, pp. 1-7, May 1942. English version, pp. 8-12.
The Mourning Dove as a Game Bird.
U.S. Dept. Interior, Fish & Wildlife Serv. Circular No. 10, 1945, 8 pp.
Gabrielson, Ira N., and F. C. Lincoln.
A New Race of Ptarmigan in Alaska.
Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., Vol. 62, pp. 175-176, 1949.
A New Race of the Winter Wren.
Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., Vol. 64, pp. 73-74, 1951.
The Races of Song Sparrows in Alaska.
Condor, Vol. 53, pp. 250-255, 1951.
A New Race of Ptarmigan from Alaska.
Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., Vol. 64, pp. 63-64, 1951.
Birds of Alaska.
The Stackpole Company, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and the Wildlife Management Institute, Washington, D.C., 1959.
Phillips, John C., and F. C. Lincoln.
American Waterfowl.
Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston & N.Y., 1930.
Wetmore, Alexander, and F. C. Lincoln.
Additional Notes on the Birds of Haiti and the Dominican Republic.
Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., No. 2966, Vol. 82, Art. 25, pp. 1-68, 1933.
The Sharp-tailed Sparrows of Maryland.
Auk, xlix, April 1932.
Description of a New Tanager from Ile a Vache, Haiti.
Auk, xlix, No. 1, January 1932, pp. 36-37.
A New Warbler from Hispaniola.
Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., Vol. 44, 17 October 1921, pp. 121-122.
The Sharp-tailed Sparrow at Chesapeake Beach, Md.
Auk, xlviii, January 1931, p. 126.
The Chuck-wills-widow in Maryland.
Auk, xlviii, January 1931, p. 121.
The Dickcissel in Maryland.
Auk, xlv, October 1928, pp. 508-509.
Recent Records for Maryland.
Auk, xlv, April 1928.
IRA N. GABRIELSON

