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    Ornithology is the study of birds.    Birds are distinguished from other living vertebrates by three things:   feathers, hollow bones, and hard shelled eggs.  Birds are found worldwide, and roughy 10,000 species are known to exist.  Ornithological research emcompasses many branches, including taxonomy, evolution, anatomy, ecology, conservation biology and wildlife management.   The Division of Birds serves the research community through the research of our scientists and stewardship of the bird collections.
  


    
  Access the Collections
  The Division of Birds, National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, houses and maintains the third largest bird collection in the world with over 640,000 specimens. Our National Collection, known in the ornithological literature by the acronym USNM (referring to our former name of United States National Museum), has representatives of about 85% of the approximately 10,000 known species in the world's avifauna.
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        Featured Content
        Birds Hall of Fame

        Assemblage of photographs portraying some of the most influential deceased or retired ornithologists associated with the nation’s museum of natural history in Washington, D.C.
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        Martha, The Last Passenger Pigeon

        Learn more about Martha, the last Passenger Pigeon.
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  1000 Madison Drive NW 
Washington, D.C. 20560 
Free admission. Open every day except
Dec. 25 from 10 AM to 5:30 PM


      

  



    
      
  
  
  
      

                    	
        Home
              
	
        Smithsonian Institution
              
	
        Terms of Use
              
	
        Privacy Policy
              
	
        Host an Event
              
	
        Jobs
              
	
        Press
              
	
        Blog
              
	
        Contact Us
              


  


  
  
  

  


  


    




  


    
    
    
    


  